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EDG strengthens 
local industry with 
the opening of its 

new Thabazimbi 
branch

EDG Group photo all personnel. LTR Front: Adri Fourie, Anemie Schoonbee, 
Maggie Claassen, Christelle Oosthuizen, Layla Kruger, Phillip Cronje Jackie 

Duminy. Middle: JP Snyman, Rassie Grobler, Fahim Saidoo, Nadine Kukara, 
Kevin Claassen, Melissa Nienaber, Jacques Greeff. Back: Ferdi Pieterse, Sheldon 

Kukara, Dandré van Graan, Johan Badenhorst.
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – The official opening of 
EDG South Africa’s new Thabazimbi branch marks an exciting new chapter 
for both the company and the region’s thriving mining, industrial, agricultural 
and commercial sectors. The expansion brings one of South Africa’s most 
established mining and industrial supply companies even closer to the 
customers and industries it has proudly served for more than six decades.
Founded over 60 years ago, Electro Diesel Group (EDG) has grown from 
humble beginnings as a family business into a nationally recognised 
supplier of quality products, technical expertise and specialised engineering 
solutions. The opening of the Thabazimbi branch forms part of the company’s 
ongoing national growth strategy while reinforcing its commitment to 
providing exceptional customer service wherever its clients operate.

Read more on page 3.
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Mystery deepens around German heiress’s 
death as police investigation continues

Dekgras, Grasdakke, 
Wildomheinings. 
Steven 083 653 0596

A LIFE LOST  
ON THE R511
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– A tragic road accident claimed the life of one 
person following a collision between a Volkswagen 
Polo and a truck on the R511, approximately 25km 
outside Thabazimbi towards Koedoeskop, on 
Friday 26 June 2026.
The crash occurred at around 09:45. According to 
emergency services, the driver of the Volkswagen 
Polo sustained fatal injuries and was declared 
dead at the scene, while the truck driver escaped 
with minor injuries. The cause of the collision is still 
under investigation. Following the impact, the Polo 
caught fire. Firefighters from TLM’s Waterberg Fire 
and Rescue responded swiftly, extinguishing the 
flames before they could spread further. Several 
emergency and support services assisted at the 
scene, including Thaba Fire and Rescue, Eagle 
Trauma Rescue, Rieks Towing, P&K Towing and 

Recovery, Thaba Emergency Services, Waterberg 
District Fire and Rescue, Thabazimbi Traffic 
Department, Thabazimbi SAPS and Advenge, 
which cleaned up diesel and oil spilled on the 
roadway. Motorists experienced delays while the 
scene was cleared. Authorities have urged road 
users to remain vigilant and exercise caution. We 
extend our sincerest condolences to the family, 
friends and loved ones of the deceased during 
this difficult time.
Thaba Fire and Rescue press release extracts 

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Limpopo 
– The mysterious deaths of German shipping 
heiress Caroline von Rantzau (26) and a senior 
manager at her family’s Limpopo safari lodge 
continue to raise questions, while the South 
African Police Service (SAPS) has released very 
little official information about the case.
Caroline von Rantzau was found dead from a 
gunshot wound at the Leeuwfontein hunting 
reserve near Bulgerivier on Monday 1 June 2026, 
just one day after the body of the lodge’s financial 
manager, Arno Koën (44), was discovered on the 
same property with what police described as an 
apparent gunshot wound.
Reportedly, police in Limpopo opened two inquest 
dockets and launched investigations into both 
deaths. Police spokesperson colonel Malesela 
Ledwaba confirmed to journalists that post-mortem 
examinations would determine the exact causes 
of death and whether further investigations would 

follow. At the time, no arrests had been made and 
no suspects had been identified.
For a case involving the deaths of two people 
under unusual circumstances – one of them the 
daughter of a prominent German businessman 
with strong South African ties – the limited official 
communication has left many unanswered 
questions.
The story has made headlines across South Africa 
and internationally, with widespread speculation 
surrounding the circumstances of the deaths. 
Initial reports from overseas incorrectly suggested 
that Von Rantzau had died in a motor vehicle 
accident before police confirmed that she had, in 
fact, sustained a fatal gunshot wound.
Several days after the deaths, the Von Rantzau 
family’s legal representatives reportedly issued 
a public statement saying they believed both 
Caroline von Rantzau and Arno Koën had died 
by suicide and that there was “no suspicion of 

foul play”. The statement added that the family 
was cooperating fully with South African police. 
SAPS has, however, not publicly confirmed those 
conclusions, and police initially indicated that post-
mortem examinations and ongoing investigations 
would determine the exact circumstances 
surrounding the deaths.
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PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Would you consider getting 

involved in politics?

The recent killings of politicians Sicelo Mleve and Sinovuyo Dyokwe on 20 June 2026 have once again highlighted the risks 
faced by public representatives. Politics can be a powerful way to serve your community and drive change. Would these events 
discourage you from getting involved, or inspire you to make a difference? Our heartfelt condolences go to the families, friends 

and communities affected by these tragic losses.

Would you consider getting involved in politics?
HAVE YOUR SAY

“No. I have lost 
confidence in 

the political and 
legal systems and 
believe the rule of 
law is no longer 

consistently upheld. 
That discourages 

me from becoming 
involved in politics.”

Tebogo Matjila, 
Thabazimbi 

“Ja. Ons moet 
betrokke raak om 
seker te maak ons 
gemeenskappe se 
basiese behoeftes 
word aangespreek. 
Water en sanitasie 

moet altyd die 
hoogste prioriteit 

wees.”

Gerhard de Wet, 
Thabazimbi 

NO 79% YES 21%

Riana Mouton: Woord-in-Sang Bediening  
Datum: Sondag 5 Julie 2026 om 09:00 

 
Ervaar ‘n oggend van geloof, inspirasie en lofprysing saam met Riana Mouton tydens haar Woord-in-Sang-bediening in 

Thabazimbi. Deur musiek, getuienisse en die Woord bring sy ‘n boodskap van hoop, bemoediging en geestelike vernuwing. 
Toegang is gratis, terwyl ‘n kollekte tydens die geleentheid opgeneem sal word. Almal is welkom om hierdie besondere 

byeenkoms by te woon | Plek: 6de Laan 45, Thabazimbi | Kontak: 083 639 9658

Poppeteater: Kotie Kok en Lawwe Rot  
Datum: Vrydag, 7 Augustus 2026 om 11:30 

 
Laerskool Koedoeskop nooi alle jong maats en hul families na ’n prettige en interaktiewe poppevertoning, Kotie Kok en 

Lawwe Rot. In dié vrolike avontuur maak die Vlinder Vlapperfees vir Kotie Kok baie bekommerd – maar hoekom? Kom vind 
self uit terwyl die karakters kinders laat lag, saam dink en deel word van die storie. Daar wag ook ’n spesiale verrassing vir 
elkeen wat die vertoning bywoon. Kaartjies beloop R60 per persoon. Venue: Skoolsaal, Laerskool Koedoeskop | Kontak: 

Liezel | 014 061 0060 | admin@koedoeskop.com

EUROPE IS BAKING! Did you know that since 
20 June 2026, Europe has been gripped by one of its 
most intense June heatwaves on record? Temperatures 
have climbed above 40°C in several countries, with 
new June records set in parts of France, Germany, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. The extreme 
heat has forced school closures, disrupted transport, 
fuelled wildfires and placed hospitals under pressure. 
Scientists say Europe 
is the world’s fastest-
warming continent, 
making heatwaves 
like this increasingly 
frequent and severe.

The Lord will 
perfect that which 
concerns me; Your 
mercy, O Lord, 
endures forever; 
Do not forsake 
the works 
of Your 
hands.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

PSALM 138:8
SOULFOOD
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7 9 8
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4 1 9 3
1 3 8

3 9 2 1

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR 
LICENCE IN TERMS OF SECTION 28(1)(C) 

Limpopo Liquor Act, 2009 (Act No. 5 of 2009)
Regulation 8

I, the undersigned applicant hereby give notice in terms 
of section 28(1)(c) that an application for a liquor licence 
will be lodged with the Waterberg district Local Liquor 
Authority.
In terms of section 28(2)(b) of the Act, you may lodge an 
objection to the application. The objection form is obtainable 
from the above-mentioned Local Liquor Authority.
Objections must be submitted to the aforesaid Local Liquor 
Authority within 21 days from the date of lodgement of the 
application.
Full names the applicant: Nico van Heerden
Intended trading name: Ubunye Game Lodge
Identity number or registration number of the 
applicant: 7603295178085
Full address and location of the premises: Portion 
5 and Portion 378 of the Farm Kromdraai 560 KQ, 
Thabazimbi District
Global positioning system (GPS) coordinates of the 
property where the retail operations are to be carried 
out. (Note: coordinates must be recorded from the 
centre of the property). LATITUDE: degrees, minutes, 
seconds, 24˚58‘51.0“S LONGITUDE: degrees, minutes, 
seconds 27˚ 52‘54.8“E
Type of licence applied for: On consumption 
Accommodation
Schools, Places of worship, Public transport 
facilities, Buildings where public have access to 
public services, Buildings occupied by government 
employees, Filling stations, within a radius of 500 
metres from the premises listed: None

Caroline von Rantzau (26), the German shipping heiress who was 
found dead at the Leeuwfontein hunting reserve in Limpopo on 
1 June. Police are continuing their investigation.

The truck involved in the fatal collision on the R511 near 
Thabazimbi.

The Volkswagen Polo after the fire had been extinguished.
Firefighters from TLM’s Waterberg Fire and Rescue extinguished 
the flames engulfing the Volkswagen Polo.

Did you take part in the  
anti-illegal immigration 
marches or demonstrations?
South Africa has seen growing public frustration over illegal 
immigration, with marches taking place in several areas. 
While many support stronger border control, authorities 
have urged protests to remain peaceful and within the law. 
Did you participate, and why or why not?

Here’s how you can participate. Email us at  
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za  or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 12:00 

on Monday, 6 July 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!

P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic.  

Join the conversation!

POLL
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EDG strengthens local 
industry with the opening of 
its new Thabazimbi branch

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – The official 
opening of EDG South Africa’s new Thabazimbi branch marks 
an exciting new chapter for both the company and the region’s 
thriving mining, industrial, agricultural and commercial sectors. The 
expansion brings one of South Africa’s most established mining 
and industrial supply companies even closer to the customers and 
industries it has proudly served for more than six decades.
Founded over 60 years ago, Electro Diesel Group (EDG) has grown 
from humble beginnings as a family business into a nationally 
recognised supplier of quality products, technical expertise and 
specialised engineering solutions. The opening of the Thabazimbi 
branch forms part of the company’s ongoing national growth 
strategy while reinforcing its commitment to providing exceptional 
customer service wherever its clients operate.
The new branch has been established to better support businesses 
throughout Thabazimbi and the surrounding areas by providing 
easier access to EDG’s extensive range of products, technical 
services and industry-leading brands. Customers will find a 
comprehensive selection of auto-electrical components, automotive 
batteries, industrial LED lighting solutions, electrical products, tools, 
consumables and engine protection systems, together with a wide 
range of safety technologies designed to improve operational 
efficiency and workplace safety.
Beyond supplying quality products, EDG is equally recognised 
for its technical capability. Through its experienced teams, the 
company offers specialised field services, harness manufacturing, 
panel building, technical support and emergency on-site assistance 
– ensuring customers receive practical solutions that minimise 
downtime and keep operations running efficiently.

EDG is the official technical support and fitment partner for Mine 
Safe Global, providing installation, commissioning, maintenance, 
and technical support for their advanced mining safety solutions. 
Mine Safe Global is a South African leader in collision prevention, 
personnel tracking, fatigue monitoring, and intelligent safety 
technologies designed to improve safety and compliance across 
mining operations.
Speaking at the opening, the EDG team said they were excited 
to become part of the Thabazimbi community. “We are excited to 
officially open our doors in Thabazimbi and become part of this 
vibrant mining and industrial community. Our goal is to provide 
reliable products, technical expertise and exceptional service 
while building long-term relationships with our customers and 
contributing to the growth of the local economy.”
While the opening represents another milestone in EDG’s 
continued national expansion, it also demonstrates the company’s 
confidence in the future of the region and its ongoing investment in 
South Africa’s mining and industrial 
sectors. By bringing products, 
technical knowledge and specialist 
support closer to customers, EDG 
aims to strengthen partnerships with 
local mines, contractors, businesses 
and agricultural operations while 
contributing to sustainable economic 
growth.
The official launch was celebrated 
with customers, business partners, 
suppliers and invited guests, 
creating an opportunity to showcase 
the company’s expanded footprint 
and its commitment to delivering 
dependable service backed by 
decades of industry experience. 
Guests also enjoyed live 
entertainment by George Vintage as 
part of the celebrations.

Guests enjoyed live entertainment by George 
Vintage during the official opening celebrations.

EDG OPENS 
IN THABAZIMBI

Local businesses, contractors, mines and 
industrial operations are invited to visit the 
new Thabazimbi branch and experience 
first-hand why EDG proudly lives by its 
well-known slogan: “We’ve Got The Drive.”

For more information,  
visit www.edgsa.co.za.
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LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY

Alle korrespondensie moet gerig word aan die Munisipale Bestuurder
All correspondence must be directed to the Municipal Manager

Makwalo otlhe a lebiswe go Mookamedi wa Masepala

PLAASLIKE
MUNISIPALITEIT

MASEPALA
WA SELEGAE

Private Bag X530 
Thabazimbi

0380
Tel: 014 772 2295
Fax: 014 777 1531

www.thabazimbi.gov.za

LOCAL AUTHORITY PUBLIC NOTICE
2026/2027 SERVICE DELIVERY AND BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION PLAN (SDBIP)

Notice is hereby given in terms of section 21A of the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, No. 32 of 2000 read with 
section 53 (1) (c) (i – ii) and (3) (a) and (b) of the Local Government: Municipal Finance Management Act, No. 56 of 2003 that 
the Honorable Mayor, Councillor RA Tshukudu, has approved the 2026/2027 Service Delivery and Budget Implementation 
Plan (SDBIP) on the 22rd of  June 2026.
Copy of the 2026/2027 Service Delivery and Budget Implementation Plan (SDBIP) is made public and accessible for 
inspection on the municipal website: www.thabazimbi.gov.za as from the 29th of June 2026 and/or at the following offices 
during normal office hours (07:30 – 16:30) Monday – Friday.

PLACE VENUE ADDRESS
Thabazimbi Municipal Manager Office, Records Office, PMS 

Office
7 Rietbok Street

Northam Municipal Office 313 Tungsten Street
Rooiberg Municipal Office Knoppiesdoring No 1
Leeupoort/Raphuti Municipal Office Stand Number 2 Muisvoel

Kindly contact the below official should there be any queries regarding the following:
• SDBIP 2026/2027 – Mr NA Jele (Acting Manager: Performance Management Systems) @ 072 564 9141 // Ntokozoj@

thabazimbi.gov.za 

7th Rietbok Street PO Box 90, Thabazimbi, 0380 | MR GC LETSOALO CA(SA) MUNICIPAL MANAGER | Notice: 19/2026

Fondsinsameling van stapel gestuur vir 
Megan Koen se herstel
Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – ‘n  BackaBuddy-veldtog is van stapel gestuur om 
Megan Koen en haar familie te ondersteun terwyl sy ná ‘n ernstige motorongeluk aansterk.
Megan en haar man, Donovan Koen, was op 16 Mei 2026 in ‘n motorongeluk betrokke. Hoewel dit 
aanvanklik gelyk het asof Megan slegs ‘n skouerbesering opgedoen het, het verdere ondersoeke 
ernstige inwendige beserings aan die lig gebring. Sedertdien het sy reeds verskeie noodoperasies 
ondergaan en ontvang sy steeds behandeling in die Pietersburg Staatshospitaal.
Volgens Donovan het hy ook beserings opgedoen en ‘n groot operasie 
ondergaan, terwyl Megan na verwagting nog tussen twee en drie 
operasies sal moet ondergaan voordat haar herstelpad voltooi is.
Die familie het die BackaBuddy-veldtog begin om te help met die 
groot finansiële druk wat die ongeluk veroorsaak het. Die fondse 
sal aangewend word vir onder meer reiskoste tussen Thabazimbi 
en Pietersburg, noodsaaklike benodigdhede tydens Megan se 
hospitaalverblyf en ander uitgawes wat met haar lang herstelproses 
verband hou.
Hoewel Megan reeds merkwaardige deursettingsvermoë getoon 
het, lê daar nog ‘n lang pad van behandeling en rehabilitasie voor. 
Enigeen wat die familie wil ondersteun, kan ‘n bydrae maak deur die 
BackaBuddy-veldtog via die QR-kode te besoek.
Die familie spreek hul opregte dank uit aan elke persoon wat reeds 
ondersteuning gebied het. Volgens hulle word elke donasie, ongeag 
die bedrag, opreg waardeer en bring dit nuwe hoop terwyl Megan 
aanhou veg op haar pad na herstel.

Rhinos build 
momentum
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Setaria – 
The Northam Rhinos Rugby Club experienced 
a mixed afternoon on Saturday, 27 June 2026, 
as their senior teams travelled to Pirates Rugby 
Field for their Lions Grand Challenge fixtures. 
While the 1st Team narrowly went down 21-19 
in a hard-fought encounter, the Rhinos’ depth 
was on full display as both the 2nd and 3rd 
teams secured impressive victories. The 2nd 
Team claimed a convincing 33-12 win, while 
the 3rd Team edged out their opponents 22-17 
after a determined performance.
Reflecting on the day’s results, Rhinos facilities 
and sport coordinator Flip de Kock remained 
optimistic. “Not the weekend we were hoping 
for away from home, but there were plenty of 
positives to take from the trip. Our 2nd and 
3rd teams showed great character with hard-
fought victories, while the 1st team fell just 
short in a tight contest. We regroup, learn and 
come back stronger. Thank you to everyone 
who travelled and supported the Rhinos.”
The club now shifts its focus to another 
important fixture this week. The Rhinos’ 1st 
Team will take on Amandelbult Rugby Club 
in the Waterberg League on Friday, 3 July, 
at Amandelbult, with kick-off scheduled for 
17:00.
Confidence will be high after the club’s recent 
Waterberg League success against Nylstroom 
on Friday, 26 June, where both senior sides 
celebrated victories. The 1st Team recorded 
an impressive 36-10 win, while the 2nd Team 
secured a thrilling 21-20 triumph.
Supporters are encouraged to get behind the 
Rhinos as they look to continue their winning 
Waterberg League campaign.

Hanru lei Limpopo 
met trots
Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer 
vier ‘n sportprestasie nadat Hanru Strydom as kaptein van die Limpopo 
o.15 AfgriWeek-rugbyspan aangewys is. Hanru se aanstelling is ‘n 
besondere eer en getuig van sy leierseienskappe, toewyding en harde 
werk op die rugbyveld.

Rugga nuus 

2026 Nations Championship

Die groot honde begin blaf 
eerskomende Saterdag met 
die opwindende nuwe Nations 
Championship wat afskop.  

Ses spanne elk van die Noordelike 
en Suidelike halfrond gaan 
deelneem. 

Bepalings | Saterdag 4 Julie
Die span wat eerste genoem word 
benut tuisvoordeel.
•	Nieu-Seeland 09:10 Frankryk
•	Japan 10:40 Italië
•	Australië 12:10 Ierland
•	Fidji 15:10 Wallis                                                   
•	Suid Afrika 17:40 Engeland
•	Argentinië 21:10 Skotland

Nag ou grote...

Skandeer die QR-kode om 
die BackaBuddy-blad te 

besoek, meer oor Megan se 
storie te lees en haar herstel 

te ondersteun. 
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